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Star and Shamrock Readies for “Jewish St. Patrick’s Day”
Washington DC’s Premier IrishJewish Hybrid Bar/Restaurant Teams Up
with Shmaltz Brewing Company for Its Annual Purim Party

Washington DC, February 26  
The Star and Shamrock is less than one week away from kicking off its
firstever, monthlong 
Spring Shenanigans Simcha Festival
, launching this coming Wednesday, March
4th, the first night of the Jewish holiday, Purim. Dubbed by the deli/tavern as “the Jewish St. Patrick’s Day”,
this particular Jewish holiday is famously celebrated by being drunk on happiness, with the help of lots of
good alcohol. In fact, the
Talmud even instructs Jewish people to celebrate the holiday as "
yemei mishteh
v'simchah
, days of drinking and rejoicing" (Esther 9:22). With guidelines like that, this is clearly a holiday for
people of all faiths. Staying true to its IrishJewish namesake, Star and Shamrock is setting course to mark
this “Jewish St. Patrick’s Day” with a Purim Party packed with as much revelry as its upcoming Irish one.
The festivities will begin at 7:00 pm on the evening of 4th, featuring a widerange of menu specials, drink
specials, live entertainment, and even a costume contest, throughout the course of the evening. Given the
drinkingcentric nature of the holiday, the event will be held in partnership with the popular 
Shmaltz Brewing
Company
, whose brewing industry celebrity founder, Jeremy Cowan, will be onsite for a He’Brew “Tap
Takeover”.
Said NYbased Cowan, “We always have the best time when we come down to Star and Shamrock, like we
did in December during their “8 Crazy Nights” Hanukkah Celebration. We never know exactly what to
expect, but we always know it’s going to be awesomewhich is exactly how any great party should be.
We’re really looking forward to making more friends and having a whole lot of fun in what’s become one of
our favorite bars in one of our favorite cities in the country.”
Shmaltz’s He’Brew Tap Takeover will include a wide selection of its awardwinning, toprated, barrelaged,
beers including their 
Hop Manna IPA, Funky Jewbelation 2015, Death of a Contract Brewer Black IPA,
Jewbelation 18, Specialty 12 oz feature bottled beers and/or flights of specialty beers, and a limited supply
of their highly lauded Saint Jewbelation Belgian Style Imperial Sour Rye, directly from their Clifton Park
Brewerywith select free samples and giveaways from party start to finish.
Star and Shamrock coowner, Jason Feldman, added, “We love to throw a good party at the Star and
Shamrock, and Purim is one of the best opportunities we get to do that, it allows us to be irreverent and
have fun with our unique theme. Purim is the Jewish drinking holiday and we fully intend to make the most
out it!”
Along with the He’Brew Tap Takeover and a special “Manischewitz Whiskey Punch” $5 craft cocktail special,
Star and Shamrock’s kitchen team will be serving up a full menu of twists on traditional Purim holiday
favorites with the highlight being its, “Battle of the Briskets” pitting their traditional signature housecured
Irish Corned Beef against their unique Jewishstyle slow roasted Batamte Brisket (“Batamte” means “tasty”
or “delicious” in Yiddish) served with braised cabbage and a delicious, savory, soontobe famous

housemade knish.
Partygoers will be entertained by live music performed by local Klezmer act 
Klezcentricity
(
http://www.klezcentricity.com
). Klezmer music is kind of like “Jewish Bluegrass” but without any singing and
with clarinets and accordions instead of banjos and guitarsso really, nothing like Bluegrass at all, except in
spirit, since it’s similarly a fun, traditional musicofthepeople mainstay.
Klezcentricy is no stranger to Star and Shamrock. In speaking about past experiences, bandleader, David
Gray said, “We love playing the Star and Shamrock! This venue gives us a chance to really have fun with
our material and reach a diverse audience that otherwise may not have had a chance to enjoy Klezmer.
Plus, how often does a Klezmer band get to perform in a Irish bar?”
And finally, also in true Purim tradition, Star and Shamrock will hold a costume contest promising what
Feldman described as “significant” prizes. The costume contest is for adults, with no specific costuming
guidelinesas the holiday’s costuming roots are derived from parades akin to Mardis Gras, with any number
of costume varieties and themes. Judging is set to take place throughout the night, with winners announced
at 9pm.
Other do not miss events on tap during Star and Shamrock’s monthlong 
Spring Shenanigans Simcha
Festival 
include:
●

3/14: 
Shamrocking Saturday, 
kicking off a week filled with St. Patrick’s celebrations, featuring
live music by The Molly Hawks.

●

3/15: 
St. Paddy’s Family Sunday Funday
, the always familyfriendly tavern will open its doors
for a host of St. Patrick’s Day kidcentric menu specials and entertainment.

●

3/17: 
St. Patrick’s Day Tuesday Booze Day
, building on Star and Shamrock’s longstanding St.
Patrick’s Day party tradition of an 8am start time, allday array of bar and menu specials, live
music and other entertainment.

●

3/173/29: 
March Madness
, offering all basketball games for viewing on Star and Shamrock’s
seven wellplaced flat screens, dubbed “TVs at every Turn”, while serving up a smorgasbord of
ingame drink and menu specials.

●

3/20: 
The First Day of Spring Restaurant Rebirth
, a party to formally introduce Star and
Shamrock’s full new bar program and expanded menu.

●

4/4: 
Star & Shamrock FiveYear Anniversary Passover Party
, which will also serve as the
Spring Shenanigans Simcha Festival’s
closing party, offering a wide variety of twists on
traditional Passover dishes as well as entertainment, contests and other to be announced
activities.

Specific scheduling and details for each of the 
Spring Shenanigan’s Simcha Festival’s
celebrations, as
well as various smaller parties inbetween, will be continuously updated at
www.StarandShamrock.com/SpringShenanigans
Please find regularly updated highlights and details on Star and Shamrock’s Facebook

(
Facebook.com/StarShamrock
) and Twitter (
@StarShamrock
) pages, or search (and use) hashtags:
#LchaimTime
#SpringSimcha
###
About Star and Shamrock:
Inspired by Jewish and Irish cultural traditions rooted in the melting pot of New York City’s Lower East Side,
Star & Shamrock was founded in 2010 to serve as the premier JewishIrish hybrid delicatessen/tavern in the
heart of the nation’s capital. The current menu centers on a selection of madetoorder classic hot and cold
deli sandwiches served on freshly baked breads or baked onpremises
Bullfrog Bagels
(named
Washington
Post Express’s Favorite DC Bagel (September 2014
)
. Every sandwich is packed with housebrined, cured,
smoked and/or roasted top quality meats and fish, served with assorted pickled vegetables. It also features
twists on standards, such as their popular Matzoh MealCrusted Wings and Reuben Egg Rolls. The tavern’s
growing bar program features a widerange of handcrafted, seasonal cocktails, local and specialty beers,
and an everexpanding wall of whiskeys, including some of the rarest and best in the country.
Now closing in on its fifth anniversary on H Street, NE, Star and Shamrock has built a loyal following,
establishing itself as a friendly, casual, unpretentious, neighborhood fixture consistently delivering great
food, great sports viewing, great cocktails, and great fun.
For more information, please visit
www.StarandShamrock.com
About Shmaltz Brewing Company:
Ranked in 2013 as one of the "Top 100 Brewers in the World" by
RateBeer.com
, Shmaltz won 9 Gold and 5
Silver Medals in the World Beer Championships in 2012. A recipient of the "Distinguished Business Award"
by the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, Shmaltz was also included in the "Top 50 Fastest Growing Bay
Area Companies" by San Francisco Business Times.
Founder and owner Jeremy Cowan established the company in San Francisco in 1996 with the first 100
cases of He'brew Beer® hand bottled and delivered throughout the Bay Area in his Grandmother's Volvo.
He'brew® now sells across 37 states, through 40 wholesalers and nearly 5,000 retailers. In 2007, Shmaltz
released a new line of craft brewed lagers under the Coney Island® banner. The Coney Island brand was
recently acquired by Alchemy and Science, a craft beer incubator, owned by Boston Beer (Sam Adams).
After 17 years of being an outspoken cheerleader for contract brewing, Shmaltz recently broke with tradition
and opened its own New York State production brewery in Clifton Park, NY, 10 minutes north of Albany's
capital district. Shmaltz's new home boasts a 50barrel brewhouse with 20,000 barrels of annual capacity.
The new brewery packages 12 and 22 ounce bottles and kegs of their diverse core and seasonal favorites,
and hosts fans and beer tourists in their new tasting room for tours, barrelaged previews, and special
releases.
In 2010/11, Cowan published his small business memoir, Craft Beer Bar Mitzvah: How It Took 13 Years,
Extreme Jewish Brewing, and Circus Sideshow Freaks to Make Shmaltz Brewing Company an International
Success. A free sampling of Chapter One and suggested beer pairings, can be viewed at
www.craftbeerbarmitzvah.com
. In 2012, Cowan spearheaded the creation of the nonprofit New York City
Brewers Guild (which manages NYC Beer Week) and served as its Founding President.
Cowan also has presented at the 2013 Craft Brewers Conference, as well as previous Great American Beer
Festivals, BevNet's Brewbound conference, Beer Advocate's Extreme Beer Festival, the Atlanta and the St.
Louis Jewish Book Fairs, and the San Francisco and New York Jewish Museums.
For more information, please visit:
www.shmaltzbrewing.com

